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How To Lead A Child To Christ

Notes from Stan King Sr. (June 5, 1999)


I. INTRODUCTION

· Deuteronomy 6:4-8 “Impress them upon the children”

· Matthew 18:1-4

A. Children can be taught the Word of God.  Don’t leave it until parenthood.

B. Children can believe the Word of God.  They can trust in and not be disappointed.

C. Children are not small adults.  Ask them to learn the Word of God as children.  Simple.  Don’t ask them to imitate adults.  In God’s eyes we should ask like “big” children.  Children are the pattern for the citizens of heaven.

II. EVANGELISM WITH CHILDREN

A. Children are lost.  They are not necessarily Christians.  Salvation through infant baptism is irrelevant.  The age of accountability comes at the first hint of moral consciousness.

· How do they get saved?

a. We know we are sinners, because we do wrong things and know it.

· How do we show kids this?  The bible shows them.

b. Understanding of the reason Jesus Christ died on the cross.

· 1 Corinthians 15:1-4.  Becoming a Christian is a personal, individual thing

c. Commitment

· John 3:16

· Believing that when Jesus died on the cross, my sin was taken care of for me.

· They understand this concretely and not subjectively.

· Faith is a response to the truths that can be understood.

· They don’t need to know all the ins-and-outs of theology.

· Give them the depths they need. 

III. EVANGELISM FOR CHILDREN

· We can’t assume they know about Christ and their sin.

· 2 Timothy 3:15.  They teach little by little.  We need to provide teaching too.

A. Lead with groundwork.  Start by getting them interesting in the Bible and what it says.

B. The Bible is the avenue by which people are saved.  Being saved is a birth by the Spirit of God.  The Spirit of God using the seed of the word of God to change our lives.  Ephesians 1:13 (a.  Word of God, b.  Spirit of God).

C. Introduce them to Jesus.  Mark 10:13-14.  Listen to God as he is speaking to the child.

D. Understand Children.  Children want our approval.  They want us to approve of their decision for Christ.  Determine the difference between true salvation and a false profession.  They may give a false profession to make you stop seeking them out.

IV.  THE “DO’S AND DON’TS” OF HOW TO LEAD A CHILD TO CHRIST

A. Do be approachable.  Do appropriate things to make yourself available to talk.

B. Do be observant.  They lead with cues that they are interested in talking.

Don’t button hole Children.  Don’t make them feel bad if they aren’t saved.

C. Do be prepared.  Have an easy way to explain salvation to them.  

· i.e. John 3:16 – God’s Part; Your Part.  

· What do they want?  

· Why do they want it?  

· How do they get what they want?

Don’t deal with more than one camper at a time.  No one is saved by saying “ME TOO!”

D. Do be definite.  We have authority to teach what the Bible says.

Don’t assume anything.  

1. Consider NEED, WAY, COST.  

2. Decide based on that.

Don’t be over anxious.  This decision is eternal don’t try to hurry it on.

Don’t put words into their mouths.  

· No “follow this prayer” stuff.  

· If they aren’t ready leave it.  

· The “Hound of Heaven” will not leave them alone.

E. Do be confident.  

· John 5:24.  Using Scripture as your authority remind them that the Bible says they are a Christian.  

· Tell a friend who will encourage them.  

· Don’t tell them to tell their parents right away.  That may cause immediate friction and may prevent them from remaining interested.

F. Do follow-up work.  Keep in touch with them over the year.

This information has been compiled by Stan King Sr., and has been provided courtesy of the Meadowlodge Bible Camp Staff Development Committee.  June 5, 2004.
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